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The US version of Apple's iTunes Store (pictured) has much wider selection of movies than the UK version does Apple (opens in new tab) is very close to inking a deal with Fox that will see the studios' entire movie output being made available on iTunes (opens in new tab). But the deal has only been possible because Apple has compromised over how
much it will sell the movies for.Apple currently sells the entire Disney back catalogue, plus selected MGM, Paramount and Lionsgate films for $15 (£7) and $10 (£5). Apple Insider says Fox is asking for downloads to be priced higher than $15 - something that Apple has refused to do until now.Richard Greenfield at market analysts Pali Research says
the only thing that's holding up the Fox deal are Christmas DVD sales, which Fox obviously doesn't want to dampen.That could put the announcement on online release of movies like the Star Wars series, Borat and Minority Report as early as Tuesday January 15th - the date of Steve Jobs' keynote address at the Macworld Expo in San Francisco.Value-
added DVDsThe Apple-Fox agreement has been spurred by increased piracy and a desire by studios to sell '‘premium priced' DVDs which also include a digital copy of a film that can be watched on devices like iPods (opens in new tab). Premium pricing is expected to add $3 (£1.50) to $4 (£2) to the cost of a DVD.Pali Research's Greenfield also says
that once the Fox deal is done, other Hollywood studios will quickly follow suit.We're hopeful that any announcement in January will also involve territories outside the US. The UK iTunes Store, for example, still only has a paltry selection of movie shorts from Pixar - a company once owned by Apple CEO Steve Jobs. That's simply unfair when you can
buy full-length blockbuster movies like Pirates Of The Caribbean: At World's End on the US version.If Apple does make downloadable movies available here, it's likely to be welcome by culture-starved Brits. 61 per cent of those who took part in a BroadbandChoices.co.uk survey said they'd like to be able downloaded DVD quality movies, according to
the BBC.We'd also expect any digital copy of a movie to be at least Apple TV (720p HD) quality if we're expected to pay a premium for it. Looking for a quick way to make an animated movie online? If you want to create one of those nice cartoon-looking presentations where everything is animated, text flies across the screen, etc., then you have a
couple of cool online tools that can get the job done. In this article, I'm going to talk about two online tools that I have used, PowToon and Animatron, which let you easily create animated presentations and movies. Both services have free versions with certain restrictions like only being able to share the presentation online and not being able to
remove the watermark and outro from the final presentation. If you plan on using these tools professionally, you can look into the paid options as well that remove these restrictions and give you more features. There are many free software animation tools out there, but these usually come with quite a high learning curve because of their advanced
tools and feature sets. You can learn how to use these two online tools in just a few hours. PowToon PowToon will allow you to create up to a 5 minute movie for free that you can publish online to their website or up to YouTube. You have to sign up with PowToon in order to start using the tool, but it’s free. Once you log in, click on Create at the top
and choose from Start from Scratch or Customize a Ready Made PowToon. The customize option is nice because it gives you a whole bunch of ready-made themes and templates that you start your movie with. I also recommended using a ready-made template because they include multiple slides, objects, transitions, etc., so you see exactly how items
are added, controlled and manipulated on the canvas. When the main interface loads, you’ll be presented with a short tutorial on how to navigate around. Thankfully, it’s quite similar to tools like PowerPoint, so the learning curve is low. On the left are the slides, on the right is the library of objects you can add to your slides, the bottom is the timeline
and the top is where you can control project settings. To get started, you can add objects from the panel on the right. These include text effects, image holders, characters, animations, props, backgrounds, shapes, markers, action buttons, and transitions. Transitions can only be added when you have more than one slide. For everything else, just click
on it and the object will appear on the canvas. You’ll then see it at the bottom of the timeline also. You can adjust the entrance and exit effect for each object and the amount of time it remains on the canvas by clicking on the object in the timeline. PowToon is fairly simple to use, but can create complex animations. Mostly it just takes time getting
used to the timeline and timing your objects properly. They also have several tutorials on their website to help you learn the features faster. You can also upload your own images, sounds, and videos in addition to the assets they have in their library. You'll also notice that a lot of stuff they have says Premium, which means you can only use it if you
upgrade to their paid plans. Overall, it works really well, is easy to use and doesn’t cost anything for creating short videos you might want to share with friends or family. Animatron Animatron is similar to PowToon, but has some more advanced features. Animatron also has a free version and a couple of paid plans. The interface of Animatron is more
akin to that of Photoshop than PowerPoint. If you want more control over objects on the canvas, then Animatron is the better choice. One major reason to go with Animatron is that the whole animation is done using HTMLS5. This means that someone viewing your movie doesn’t need to have Flash installed on their system, which is not the case for
PowToon. Another cool thing about Animatron is that everything is a vector object and can therefore be re-sized and animated without becoming grainy. You can even draw with freehand and it’ll allow you to instantly animate the object as a vector graphic. As you can see from above, the tools are all located on the left-hand side and the bottom
contains the timeline, but with each object in its own layer. With layers, you can do far more advanced animations than you can in PowToon. Another advanced feature is the ability to add keyframes to alter the path and size of an object. Animatron also has a good library of vector images, backgrounds and objects that you can add to your canvas. A lot
require a paid package, but there are a decent number of free items too. You’ll need to register on Animatron also in order to use all the free assets. They also have a tutorial section with a lot of videos. Overall, these two online tools are the best way to go about quickly creating animated movies or presentations without having to put in a large
amount of time. Enjoy! By Daniel Westlake A movie soundtrack is one of the most important parts of a film, yet few people know how or where to download them. You can buy tracks at iTunes or AmazonMP3. However, there are a number of online sites where you can download that amazing movie soundtrack you heard in that film the other day. All
you need to do is identify the movie, the composer and check out one of these sites. An extensive database that goes beyond the opening theme song, the song over the credits or the tune all the characters dance to--it features the less notable numbers from a film that only real fans will recognize. With more then 45,000 titles to choose from,
SoundtrackCollector.com is for the serious musician and soundtrack enthusiast who is truly a fan of composers and the often brilliant and underappreciated work they do for every film. With what may be the biggest database of movie soundtracks online, ArtistDirect.com provides most of these downloads for free (with a fee that must be paid for
access to others). However, most of the soundtracks that are the easiest to find are mainstream pop songs that have been purchased for the soundtrack, not necessarily from composers who have done movie scores. Keep this in mind if you are looking for something reasonably obscure. Last.fm seems to have most music tracks in its database--the
challenge comes with finding those tracks. If you're going to use Last.fm to track down these free soundtracks, have all the keyword information available to locate them. Some of the titles are listed by film, some are listed by composer and others are just listed by title. Don't be discouraged if you can't find it initially--or just use one of the other sites
listed above.
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